Oh you who are at liberty
Ohyou, our brothers in thefight.
Ever beside you we shall be
We shall not weaken in your sight.
For us the final hour has tolled
And death has called his crew,
But we shall be avenged ten-fold:
This task belongs to you.

Extract from the report of a group leader of the Franc-Tireurs
and Partisans:

"A train that left the town of X every evening loaded with
German soldiers on leave was called to our attention* After several
reconnaissances it was decided to act My seven men gathered
together punctually in Bois Mesnil at eight in the evening.

"After each one had received his instructions we advanced by
twos behind our scouts. On reaching the tracks, where all was
calm, we set up the machine-gun on a butt overlooking the
embankment and let the patrol pass.

"Thereupon I posted two watchers at a distance, in contact with
us by means of a string laid on the ballast, to signal noiselessly
in case of danger. Nine o'clock! With three men I began to unbolt
one of the rails (our wrenches were carefully wound in rags this*
time) leaving four bolts in place to let the passenger train pass.

"The moment we sighted it we lay dc>wn. Then in the six
minutes which remained before the passage of the Boche train
we removed the last bolts, slipped the rail to the side and drove
in some spikes to keep it out of alignment. We had finished just
in time to go and take up our position on the embankment across
from the sabotaged spot.

"At 9.35 the Boche train, going at good speed, derailed as
anticipated. We directed a quick and steady fire with all our arms
on the Bodies coming out of the least demolished cars and fell
back quickly by routes decided in advance for each group of two.

"We met no one, and the railroad guards heard nothing of
our work.

"There must have been sixty killed and hundreds of wounded,
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